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       From  the  President  ....... 

   Our next Annual General Meeting will be held at
NAPEX in McLean, Va. on Saturday, June 10. The
meeting will be in the Honors Room from 2 - 3 PM.
We encourage as many members as possible to attend. 
Contact me for details. 
   Our new membership rates went into effect in
January. Please review the details on the next page.

                 Bob Stuchell
                 rstuchell@msn.com

    this card ?                                  
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The Case of the Inverted Hejazi  ( Scott L66B) ;
50 Stamps or 100 Stamps?

 Gus Riachi               <   riachi@whc.net   >     

   
In philately, it is imperative to know the number of stamps issued to determine rarity and help in
pricing.  This is true regardless of which area one collects.  Quantities of the early stamps of Arabia
are often unknown, moreso with overprinted stamps, as  no records were kept by anyone.  Often
times, by plating it can be possible to help determine the number of examples issued of a particular
stamp.  This is the case for one of the stamps of Hejaz. 

Between 1916 and 1925 Hejaz was a sovereign nation.  In 1925,
Hejaz issued numerous stamps with the same Arabic overprint --
translated as, “The Hejaz Government, October 4, 1924” – to
commemorate the ascension of King Ali ibn Hussein  to the
throne of Hejaz.  The overprint was applied to Hejaz stamps in
different formats and colors: it was written as a large three-line,
a small three-line, and a two-line overprint, in addition to others. 
Figure 1 shows the two-line overprint,  which is the subject of
this article.

In 1917 the Survey of Egypt in Cairo produced a set of six stamps for
Hejaz  (Scott L8 – L13), on unwatermarked paper.  The stamps were
serrate roulette 13 and were all issued in sheets of 50 –   ten rows by
five columns.  The stamps’ face values range from 1 para to 2 piasters,
with 1 piaster equivalent to 40 paras.  The value that is important to
this article is the 2 piaster basic stamp L13 (Figure 2).

Scott L66B (Figure 3) is
Scott L13 with an inverted Jeddah Two-Line Overprint in
blue.  The overprint is upright when the large line is above
the small line;  otherwise the overprint is inverted. 
Collectors are cautioned about forgeries of this stamp,
including what appears to be normal (upright) overprint,
which does not exist.  The Jeddah Two-Line Overprint
plate had 50 cliches, to overprint ten rows by five columns. 
The cliches are numbered as positions 1 through 50.  

In the grade of very fine, Scott gives a retail value for L66B at $1,900.  Scott prices this stamp only
in mint condition.  I have seen examples of this stamp in mint never hinged condition, hinged and
unused with no gum.  I have not seen this stamp used on or off paper, even cancelled-to-order or on
any kind of cover.

For years  controversy has circled L66B.  Specialists, collectors and stamp dealers in Saudi Arabian
philately have debated whether or not one sheet of 50 stamps or two sheets of L66B were issued. 
Some of them believed that two complete sheets of 50 stamps had received the inverted overprint
simply because of duplication of overprint positions, that is, two stamps have been identified as
coming from the same plate position .  Others have assumed that there is only one sheet of 50 stamps
of L66B, but are puzzled by the lack of any of the stamps with overprints from positions 26 – 50.
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In 1988, this enigma resurfaced when F. C. Benedict wrote about L66B in the Arabian Philatelic
Association Random Notes.  He had a theory about the quantity issued, but was unsure if overprint
positions 26-50 existed.  Benedict even asked readers to contact him if they owned this stamp and
give him the plate position numbers of the overprints on their examples.  

So what is going on?  Before I attempt to solve this mystery for everyone and give the actual quantity
issued of L66B, some background information is needed to understand my findings.

When I first started collecting Saudi Arabia stamps, the only major reference available to me was
the book by D. F. Warin, The Postal Issues of Hejaz, Jeddah and Nejd,  published in 1927.  Scott
L66B was not listed in Warin’s book.  However, the stamp was listed in a price list booklet called
“The Postage Stamps of The Hejaz, Jeddah and Nejd,”  by Warin and David Field, shortly after their
reference  book.  This booklet does not price L66B, but gives the quantity issued as 50. When I was
collecting in the 1970’s I did not own this booklet or have access to it.

Since L66B was not listed in Warin’s  book, and because the few examples of supposedly L66B that
I had possessed had fake overprints, I entertained deep doubts as to the stamp’s actual existence.

My suspicion of the legitimacy of L66B began to be clarified when,  in 1982 , John Wilson published
his book, The Hejaz, a History in Stamps.   In it, Wilson reiterated the existence of L66B and stated
that only “50 copies” were known.  

As noted earlier, the Jeddah Two-Line Overprint plate consisted of 50 cliches, each slightly different
from one another, which makes it possible to plate the sheet.  Each sheet of the basic stamps that was
printed by the Survey of Egypt had 50 stamps and each stamp received one single overprint. 
Therefore, if one sheet of 50 stamps of L66B is correct, then every L66B stamp must have a different
overprint position for a total of 50 overprinted stamps. Thus I began my searchfor a genuine copy
of this rarity.  Over the years, I was able to secure a few examples.

In addition, a few auction catalogs have illustrated sales of Scott L66B, thus providing additional
examples.  In November 1987,  Habsburg, Feldman S. A. sold  Dr. A. (Alex) Kaczmarczyk’s
fabulous collection of Saudi Arabia, which included two lots of Scott L66B.  The descriptions of
both lots are worth repeating:

Lot No. “30521 ** 2pi claret with BLUE overprint inverted, nh bottom sheet marginal block
of 10, showing plate No. 19 & cylinder no. N-10-A, negligible toning, v.fine & a unique
plate block, only one sheets (sic) of 50 printed (SG ₤15000+)”

Lot No. “30522 * 2pi claret BLUE overprint inverted (pos. 6), lh marginal single, fine & a
rare stamp, only one sheet of 50 printed (SG ₤1500)”

Both lots were sold, the first for 22,000 Swiss francs, and the second one  for 2,200 Swiss francs.

The  color pictures in the auction catalog were clear enough to permit the plating of the overprints
on the basic 2-piaster stamps and provide the establishment of the overprints’ positions in the plate.

Because Dr. Kaczmarczyk was a renowned expert in this field, I accepted this bottom block of ten
to be genuine.  The positions of the overprints on the block were 1 through 10.  Also, since Dr.
Kaczmarczyk had two stamps with overprint position 6, and since I already had a stamp with
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overprint position 1, I was astounded that there could be such a duplication of overprint positions. 

Over the years I have been puzzled by the fact that I kept coming across examples of Scott L66B that
have other duplications of the overprint positions.  I have also seen 2 stamps with overprint position
22.  The question that begs to be asked is: was there in fact more than one sheet of L66B?

What makes this question difficult to address is that all the genuine examples of L66B that I have
examined have overprints from the top half of the sheet.  positions  1 through 25.  I have seen nine
stamps with overprints supposedly from the bottom half of the sheet.  The overprint positions are:
28, 32, 35, 37, 39, 41, 42, 45 and 50.  However upon inspection, I discovered that every single one
of them is a laser forgery.  It is odd that none of the stamps can be found with a genuine overprint
from positions 26-50 of the overprint plate.  Could there be in reality two-half sheets of 25 stamps
each making a complete sheet of 50?

The matter remained in this state of affairs until by luck a left margin block of four of L66B surfaced
that sheds light on the quantity issued.  The block of four is shown in Figure 4 (front) and Figure 5
(back).  I studied this block several times, and have confirmed the following plate positions.  The
results were surprising.

The plate positions of the overprints in this block normally should have been:  24         25
      29        30

But they are in fact:    24 25
 4  5 So what is going on?

It should be noted that this discovery block of four is heavily creased horizontally between the upper
and the lower horizontal pairs.  The crease is also clearly seen in the margin.  Thus the truth began
to come out.

There is indeed only one sheet, but it was folded horizontally in the middle, back to back, and in this
state was put into the press twice in such a way that the sheet received inverted overprints, once for
each half of the sheet in its folded state.

As a result, the top half of the sheet received the overprints from positions 1 through 25, and the
bottom half of the sheet received the same overprint positions.  In other words, there are in fact
duplicate overprinted positions on the two half-sheets, making a total of fifty stamps overprinted. 
Stamps with overprint plate positions 26 through 50 do not exist.

The quantity of stamps issued is at the heart of stamp collecting.  Determining whether or not a
stamp is rare and valuable often relies on how many examples of the stamp exist.  The story of L66B
is intriguing!  I believe I have solved this mystery and I encourage those who are interested to find
one of these rare 50 stamps.
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One sheet of the basic stamp, Scott L13, was used to create L66B.  The reader may question why at
the time of overprinting, this L13 sheet was folded and why the printer did not unfold the sheet.  The
reader may also wonder whether or not the printer was aware that the overprint on this sheet was
inverted.  To address these questions, we need to look at the history of Hejaz.

The Kingdom of Hejaz was in the Arabian Peninsula on the Red Sea.  The kingdom contained the
two Holiest cities in Islam, Mecca and Medina in addition to the seaport city of Jeddah.  Near the
end of the kingdom’s life, King Ali ibn Hussein ruled Hejaz, whose eastern border abutted on the
territory of  the Sultanate of Nejd whose capital was the city of Riyadh.  The great desert warrior,
Sultan Ibn Saud, had conquered Nejd a few years earlier, and in 1924, war broke out between the two
nations.

King Ali felt that if the Holy City of Mecca was attacked he would not be able to protect it.  Thus,
on October 13, 1924, the king decided to leave the Holy City and move his government to the coastal
city of Jeddah.  In addition to gathering other items, the king ordered his officials to gather up as
many stamps from Mecca as they could to take with them to Jeddah.  This stock of stamps contained
current and older Hejaz stamps. 

In her  book, Warin stated that because of excessive heat and dampness in Mecca, some stamps were
stuck together.  In haste, the king’s officials gathered up as many of the stamps in Mecca as they
could carry, most likely, not taking any care in handling them or packing them neatly and properly. 
During handling, transporting and storing them for a short while in Jeddah, some stamps became
wrinkled, folded, stuck together from moisture, torn or damaged in one way or another.    

In Jeddah, King Ali commanded the overprinting of the stock of stamps that his officials had brought
with them from Mecca.  Overprinting these stamps was important for two reasons.  First, to
invalidate the stamps that had been left behind in Mecca and had fallen into the hands of the Nejdis. 
Second, the revenue from the sale of the overprinted stamps would help the king fund his war efforts
against the Nejdis.  However, the government printing press was in Mecca and apparently the king
did not have skilled people in Jeddah with the right expertise to overprint his stamps.  King Ali’s
officials had to seek out a local Jeddah print shop to perform the task.

Unfortunately, the job of overprinting the stamps was not profitable enough for the print shop owner
who was chosen to carry on the task.  As a result, the print shop owner did not want to be bothered
with this work and so he delegated the task of overprinting the stamps to his workers.

These workers were left unsupervised.  They were completely unskilled in overprinting stamps and
most of them were illiterate.  The condition of the stamps made matters worse.  The workers tried
to separate the stamps that were stuck together by applying moisture.  In doing so, some stamps were
stained, some had face and gum damage while others were destroyed.  These stamps were
overprinted as they were.  The stamps that could not be freed from each others were overprinted the
way they were, on the front and on the back.

The workers were very confused by the task.  Some of them couldn’t tell the difference from the tops
or bottoms of the stamps so they loaded the stamps into the printing press without any knowledge
of the correct way to place the stamps.  In the resulting chaos stamps received inverted overprints,
double overprints both upright or both inverted as well as double overprints with one inverted on the
face.  Other stamps received the overprints on the gummed side.  Some stamps received up to five
overprints, some of which are partial.  Some stamps in the sheets or partial sheets received overprints
while other stamps in the same Sheets or partial sheets did not get overprinted.  While an upright
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overprint was intended, some stamps received vertical overprints reading either up or down.  Some
stamps received the wrong overprint.  Many overprint varieties were created by these workers.  

As the reader can see, it is easy to understand that when a philatelic task of this magnitude is given
to illiterate workers who are unfamiliar with the methodology of overprinting stamps, there
potentially can be a multitude of mistakes and overprint varieties.  These varieties were created
because this task was hastily performed without any real quality control in place.

As for the sheet of L66B, it is clear that the workers didn’t know or care that the overprint was
applied inverted to the basic stamps.  It is also clear that the workers saw that the sheet was folded
in the middle.  Rather than bothering to unfold the sheet, the workers overprinted half of the sheet
and then just flipped the folded sheet over and made sure they added the overprint to the stamps of
the backside.  Thus, the L66B sheet was created with only the first 25 cliches being printed on it.

It is amazing how the political and social conditions of time can play a role in creating major
philatelic rarities for a nation.  L66B is an excellent example of how history is essential to under-
stand how this stamp came into existence.
                 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DAVID  NEWTON    1935-2016

David Newton of Reston, Va. passed away on Dec. 13, 2016 after a prolonged illness. He was 81.

David had a deep knowledge of the history and
culture of the Middle East and was a former U.S.
ambassador to Yemen and Iraq. His extensive
diplomatic service in the Middle East gave rise to
his interest in the philately of the region.
Collecting interests included Yemen, Iraq, Saudi
Arabia, Syria and the Gulf States ( Yemen was his
first love ).
David joined ONEPS at its inception and was
always ready to help. He will be missed by many
and is survived by his wife, a son, and a
daughter.
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OTTOMAN  RAILWAY  POSTAL  HISTORY
Atadan Tunaci                       <    atatuna@gmail.com    >
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                            This is a third excerpt from Mr. Tunaci’s gold-medal exhibit

28 The  Levant.  Journal of the Ottoman & Near East Philatelic Society. Vol. IX, No. 2. May  2017



 

Another “Improvised” Registration Label from Camaran Island

Michael R. Michaels                                                                                <mmcmnc@yahoo.com> 

Examples of Ottoman Postal history from Camaran Island, Yemen
are comparatively scarce and registered covers must be considered rare.  As
such, Robert Stuchell’s article “Cover with Hand-Made Registration Label”
(The Levant  9, No. 1) was of interest to me as a collector of Ottoman
Yemen postal history, particularly as I hold a cover with a similar,
apparently “improvised,” registration label in my collection.  The front of
this cover is pictured below.

The cover is addressed to the Oldenburg Savings Bank in
Wilhelmshaven, Germany, with a Turkish 1892 issue 2 Piastre stamp
paying the overseas registered rate for a single-weight letter.  The stamp is
cancelled with the bilingual C2 postmark “CAMARAN (ILE)” (C&W 55)
dated 8 February.  The year on the postmark is incorrect, as is not unusual

with this postmark, but the transit and receiver postmarks show the year to be 1901, making this
probably the latest known use of this postmark.

The cover would have been
carried from Camaran to Hodeida
by the weekly mail boat.  From
Hodeida, the cover was probably
carried to Aden by the weekly
service provided under contract by
the vessels of the Aden merchants
Messrs. Cawasjee, Dinshan and
Brothers.  Carriage from Aden was
probably by the Peninsular &
Oriental Steamship Navigation
Company via Suez and Alexandria
(indistinct postmark) to Brindisi,

Italy, then overland via rail (Bologna
Ambulant) to  Germany,  arr iving
Wilhelmshaven 24 February 1901.  That the
cover was in transit for only16 days points to
an efficient sequencing of the weekly ser-
vices between Camaran, Hodeida, and Aden. 
The cover back is at right.

In  addition  to an oval negative seal
for  registration (dated 1312 and different
from that on the Stuchell cover), the front of
the cover carries the same unusual paper
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“U.P.U. / TURQUIE / R” registration label as the Stuchell cover.  The labels on the two covers are
not identical, but  the paper appears to be the same and were both made using the same gloppy, black
ink.  The labels could have been made using the original hand stamp, however, the appearance of
the labels, and particularly the ink offset of the left vertical line of the label on this cover (pictured
left), suggests they may have been mechanically, albeit crudely, reproduced.  So why did Camaran
use these labels and not the “U.P.U. / TURQUIE / R” hand stamp?  I believe Robert Stuchell is
correct in suggesting that Camaran did not have the hand stamp and would only add that the post
office was probably not issued one.  

It would appear that the French language “U.P.U. / TURQUIE / R” registration hand stamp
was  not  widely used by, and probably not issued to, smaller post offices in the more peripheral
areas of the empire.  For example, Collins and Steichele associate this marking with only four of 69
post offices in Palestine.  This marking, probably intended for use on mail being sent outside the
Ottoman Empire, was, however, used as a hand stamp at Hodeida, Yemen, from the mid-1880s
through World War I.  A registered letter with this marking in violet sent from Hodeida to Egypt in
1899 is pictured below left, and a close-up of the marking is pictured below right.

The similarly shaped (i.e., upright rectangle), but more widely
issued “TEAHUDLI  (in Arabic) / R” marking was also used at
Hodeida during the same period, and was probably issued to most
other Yemen post offices (e.g., Salif).  This may have been the
“default” registration marking at Camaran.  It’s worth noting that the
specific function of the Camaran Island lazarette was the quarantine of pilgrims en route to the Hejaz
from the greater Gulf region (including Afghanistan), British India, and the East Indies, 17,729 of
whom passed through in 1901.  In so far as only 124 steamships, most of which were carrying
pilgrims, visited Camaran in 1901, it may be reasonably inferred that most mail sent from Camaran
during this period headed east.

I would suggest that the Camaran post office, not having the French language hand stamp,
applied the  “U.P.U. / TURQUIE / R” labels to the small subset of registered mail which it sent to
Europe (and other “northern” and “western” destinations).  It’s  reasonable  to postulate that the
labels were obtained through the auspices of, and possibly applied under direction from, the main
district post office at Hodeida.  In closing, I would add that I have confirmed that there is nothing
under the label.  This was done to eliminate the possibility that the label was applied by the post
office at Hodeida to cover some other marking on the outbound Camaran letter. 
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As ever, the search for answers begets more questions.  At the risk of widening the
discussion, I would be interested in hearing from readers regarding the following:

(1) Other examples of registered mail from the Ottoman post office at Camaran Island.
(2) Similar “U.P.U. / TURQUIE / R” registration labels used at other Yemen post offices.
(3) The “U.P.U. / TURQUIE / R” registration hand stamp used at Yemen post offices
      other than Hodeida.

Mike Michaels’ postal history interests include Ottoman Yemen, early Aden, and Russian
Central Asia.  All items pictured are from the writer’s collection.  
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Members’ Awards

 ... at Stampex in LONDON Feb. 15-18, 2017. 
Medal criteria include 85 points min. for gold and 90 points min. for large gold.
 
Tarik Alireza -- Large Gold and Grand Award
 Michael Bass - Foreign Postal Operations in The Holy Land 1852-1914 - Large Gold
 Rainer Fuchs - Overland Mail Baghdad-Haifa 1923-1948 - Gold
 Farley Katz - Dulos, Not Duloz: Pierre Edelestand Stanislas Dulos( 1820-1874) -  Silver Bronze
 Farley Katz - Sevket Vahdeti, Artist of the Dulos Stamps ( c. 1833-1871) -  Silver Bronze
 Timur Kuran - Ottoman Postal Stationery - Gold
 Bjorn Sohrne - The Postal History of Yemen 1870's-1930's - Large Vermeille
 Atadan Tunaci - Ottoman Maritime Postal History - Gold

... and from the AmeriStamp show in RENO, Nevada, 3-5 March 2017 --

Akthem al-Manaseer, The First Issue of Transjordan   -  Large Gold
Richard  Rose,  The Hejaz Railway Stamps 1904-1925  -  Large Vermeil

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Guide to the Postal Stationery of Iraq.  Clayton Rubec and Akthem Al-Manaseer.  
Royal Philatelic Society, London, 2016.  pp 110, ISBN 978-0-900631-84-9.  

Price £25 plus postage and packing .  Orders: The Royal Philatelic Society London,
www.rpsl.org.uk  or  secretary @rpsl.org.uk

I suspect the postal stationery of Iraq may be a closed book to most of us.  This latest RPS
publication, brought  out with the assistance of a gift from the estate of the late Theodor Kerzner,
QC, FRPSL, fills the gap to perfection. As usual from this source, it is handsomely produced, albeit
with no title on the spine.  

We may think of Iraq philately as starting in
1918, but postal systems in Mesopotamia (as it was then)
date from far earlier.  They used Ottoman Empire
(Turkish) material at first, and you’ll need to be able to
read Arabic in order to distinguish the right postmarks. 
Encouragingly, some of the earliest examples (dating
from 1865) are here designated “common”.  (This guide
uses four levels of rarity, the last “RR, very rare”
including items probably unique.)  Stationery was issued
to match the ‘Baghdad in British Occupation’ over-
prints;  stationery overprinted ‘Iraq in British
Occupation’ is more plentiful.

After   short   technical   and   topical   intro-
ductions,   the   authors summarise the Ottoman postal
stationery used in Mesopotamia, i.e. vilayets Mosul,
Baghdad, Basra, and parts of sanjak Zor be-tween 1869
and 1917. A table lists the basic information on all the
postcards and envelopes, and examples of each are then
shown in color. This is supplemented by a brief selected
list of town postmarks. 

Section 3 details stationery used during the British Occupation, i.e. Ottoman stationery
overprinted  “BAGHDAD IN BRITISH OCCUPATION” and Ottoman & Indian stationery
overprinted “IRAQ IN BRITISH OCCUPATION”. Again all items are listed with basic facts and
then  displayed (mainly in mint condition). One chapter concentrates on Indian stationery over-
printed “I.E.F.” intended for use by troops of the Indian Expeditionary Force.

Excluding essays, proofs, minor varieties and specimens, there are around a hundred basic
face-different items to collect, of which around 20% are classed as “common”.  Helpfully both for
posterity  and those collectors among us who believe modern stuff contains material of much
interest, authors Clayton Rubec and Akthem Al-Manaseer continue their listings right up to the air-
letters of 2015.  Everything is covered, even formular (i.e. stampless) air-letter forms, promotional
postcards and those early specimens overprinted ‘Colonias’ probably emanating from Portuguese
UPU archives. .
This is a superb production, its profuse illustrations making it easy for anyone to learn what to look
for when rummaging through stamp-fair covers.  Good hunting!

Michael Round / Tobias Zywietz
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